



Bateman runs wild over Cats to give Celtics season-opening victory 

PETE LUCAROTTI – Herald-Tribune staff 
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The St. Joe’s Celtics have played in the Athabasca Bowl playoffs the past three seasons. 

Darcy Bateman has bigger plans for this year’s squad. 

With his team trailing the Whitecourt Cats and knowing a loss in the first game of the season would be a major setback in the Celtics goals of making it to the Peace Bowl playoffs, Bateman decided to do something about it. 

He ran for two touchdowns to give the Celts a 21-13 win. 

“Second half, Darcy Bateman basically took the reins on his own shoulders,” said St. Joe’s coach Shawn Allison. 

“He said ’just jump on my back and follow me and I’ll take you guys there’. Beautiful blocking, beautiful teamwork. It was just a great game.”

Whitecourt opened the scoring in the first half. St. Joe’s answered right back with Erik Tremblay scoring the first Celtic touchdown of the regular season. 

Whitecourt regained the lead with another touchdown, but missed the extra point. 

Bateman ran over and through the Cats defence for both Celtic touchdowns in the second half. The first came with less than two minutes remaining in the third quarter. The dagger came with less than a minute remaining in the fourth when he punched the ball in from just a few yards out. 

“It was a good feeling, but we still knew they were coming out on offence and we knew we had to stop them and play four quarters of football,” Bateman said. 

The Cats had time remaining to attempt a touchdown and a two-point conversion to tie the game, but the Celtics defence stood tall. 

“We definitely weren’t expecting it to be that close,” Allison said. 

“We have a good team this year and we definitely came out a little flat. Kudos to them (Whitecourt). They played a strong game and it was much closer than what both of us (Allison and co-head coach Trevor Prichard) predicted.” 

Whitecourt coach Gord Chouinard refused to comment after the game, citing an issue he had with local media 10 years ago for his silence. 

The Peace Wapiti Academy Titans played the Hillside High School (Valleyview) Cougars on Friday as well. 

The Titans won 28-0, but the game was only an exhibition as a communication error led to there being no referees at Legion Field to cover the game. 

“We’re lucky it worked out it was an exhibition game for us because we’re definitely not ready,” said Cougars head coach Curtis Sigurdson. 

“It’s early in the season. We have 33 guys out and about 17 are brand new and never even saw a football before this season.” 

While the Titans could be upset about the win not counting towards the regular season standings, they’re in a similar boat as the Cougars. PWA is another young squad and the team was happy to get in another game to add experience. 

“We’re actually happy to get another game in. It was just a communications error so it’s fine,” said Titans head coach Mike Derewianko. 

“I was really happy with the way our boys came out to play even when they found out there was a communications error and we weren’t going to get any referees they still came out to play. They wanted it.” 

The game will be rescheduled and played in Valleyview. 
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